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Problem: Identify and purchase new books 

Holdings? 

Price? 

Focus in your library? 

Electronic 

Access? 

In PDA 

profile? 

Content of 

book? 

Classification? 

Other libraries? 

Print or 

Ebook? 



Problem: Identify and purchase new books 

 To Buy or not to Buy: That is the question! 

 Subject librarians 

 Decision normally based on several web searches 

 Classical:  Look at the results one after the other 

 New: Look at all results at once 

 Minimize the amount of time 

 

 Mash-up with all relevant information as decision 

support tool for subject librarians 

 



Mash-up solution (demonstration) 

 

 
 New listed books in the German national 

bibliography: 

https://portal.dnb.de/opac.htm?method=showOptio

ns 

 New listed books in the BNB (aka BNB weekly): 

http:/data.bib.uni-

mannheim.de/services/bnb/BNBRecherche.php 

 Search for literature about ‚Carl Benz‘ in Wikipedia: 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Benz 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 



Linking the internet to your holdings 

 Greasemonkey (Firefox-Addon) for active browsing 

 Various User Scripts 

 Adaption of the „AutoLink TIB/UB“ script by B. 

Tempel (Germany National Library of 

Technology/University Library Hannover) 

 Traverse the DOM 

 search for ISBNs (pattern) 

 look up in library holdings 

 place link depending on holding information 

 Used by several libraries 

 

http://www.tempelb.de/autolink-tibub/


Webservices for holding information 

 Webservice is intermediate step, i.e. it should 

automatically generated as well as processed by 

machines 

 Call by URL e.g. 

www.example.de/holding?isbn=3-5467-9001-X 

 No session ID, no cookies, no captchas, no obscure URL, 

be carefully about redirects 

 return information: (i) holding: yes/no  (ii) where? 

how many copies?  (iii) signatures 

 XML, JSON, parsable HTML 

 

 



Bringing information together 

 Background searches for the ISBN 

 in Amazon, GoogleBooks, OpenLibrary (web search, API) 

 in the catalogues of the library networks (Z39.50) 

 in national libraries 

 in our holdings (Z39.50) 

 in Ebooks-packages, PDA profile 

 filtering and mixing content in new mash-up page 

 Combination of PHP and JavaScript scripts using 

yaz_php library 



BNB weekly 

 BNB = British National Bibliography 

 Weekly lists with new titles 

 Print (1950 - 2010), PDF  (2010 - ) 

 RDF/XML (March 2013 - ) 

 format which can be manipulated by computer 

 basic RDF/XML representation 

 CC0 1.0 

 Tool (PHP+XSLT) 

 Copy the RDF/XML files 

 Filter by DDC, choose issues 

 List sorted by publisher 

 

http://www.bl.uk/bibliographic/bnbrdfxml.html


Further Applications 

 Checking holding information in list of ISBNs 

 Evaluate new Ebook package 

 Donation of books 

 Exchange lists by other libraries 

 Adding classification or subject headings 

 



Limitations, Outlook, Discussion 

 Linking on ISBN is not always perfect 

 1 ISBN = several books 

 1 book = several ISBNs 

 How to deal with different editions? Print, Ebook? 

 How to receive more accurate holding information? 

 We need up-to-date data at every time! 

 Do we still use Z39.50 services in the future? 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

 Open webservices based on Linked Data?? 



Acknowledgements 

 AutoLink TIB/UB by B. Tempel (TIB/UB Hannover) 

 BNB weekly RDF data (metadata division at British Library) 

 

 

 Scott, Callum. Pile of Books in Prague Library, 23. Oktober 2006. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/callumscott2/280532292/ 

 Information and book cover from amazon 

 Seite „Carl Benz“. In: Wikipedia, Die freie Enzyklopädie. 

Bearbeitungsstand: 23. November 2013, 10:34 UTC. URL: 

http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carl_Benz&oldid=124747467 

(Abgerufen: 23. November 2013, 15:21 UTC)  

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/callumscott2/280532292/
http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carl_Benz&oldid=124747467

