
IIIF SEARCH API
@glenrobson



USE CASES
• Searching OCR generated text to find words or phrases within a 

book, newspaper or other primarily textual content. 

• Searching transcribed content, provided by crowd-sourcing or 
transformation of scholarly output. 

• Searching multiple streams of content, such as the translation or 
edition, rather than the raw transcription of the content, to jump to 
the appropriate part of an object. 

• Searching on sections of text, such as defined chapters or articles. 

• Searching for user provided commentary about the resource, 
either as a discovery mechanism for the resource or for the 
discussion.



http://iiif.io/api/search/1.0/#introduction

Search Annotations not Metadata





















IIIF SEARCH API 
http://example.org/service/manifest/search?q=bird&motivation=painting

• Search Service 

• q - search query 

• motivation - motivation for the annotation e.g. 
painting, commenting, describing, tagging or 
linking 

• date - date range 

• user - URI for a user 

• Auto Complete Service 

• All of the above (e.g. q=Hambur) and: 

• min - minimum number of occurrences to create 
a match.

http://example.org/service/manifest/search?q=bird&motivation=painting

