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About Project Passage 
• Ran from December 2017 

through September 2018 
• 16 OCLC Member libraries 

participated 
• Objective: Evaluate a 

framework for reconciling,  
creating, and managing 
bibliographic and authority data 
as linked data entities and 
relationships 

• Pilot Wikibase instance included 
1.2M entities from matches 
among Wikidata, VIAF, and 
WorldCat 
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Project Passage Ecosystem 
 





Passage Pilot Partners Use Cases 



Project Passage Use Case: Translations 

From: Godby, Jean, Karen Smith-Yoshimura, Bruce Washburn, Kalan Knudson Davis, Karen Detling, Christine Fernsebner Eslao,  
Steven Folsom, Xiaoli Li, Marc McGee, Karen Miller, Honor Moody, Craig Thomas, and Holly Tomren. 2019. Creating Library  
Linked Data with Wikibase: Lessons Learned from Project Passage. Dublin, OH: OCLC Research. https://doi.org/10.25333/faq3-ax08.  
 

https://doi.org/10.25333/faq3-ax08


Translations of Sein und Zeit 



Explorer Interface 

Explorer Interface 



Use Case: Postcard Depicting a Person 
 

From: Godby, Jean, Karen Smith-Yoshimura, Bruce Washburn, Kalan Knudson Davis, Karen Detling, Christine Fernsebner Eslao,  
Steven Folsom, Xiaoli Li, Marc McGee, Karen Miller, Honor Moody, Craig Thomas, and Holly Tomren. 2019. Creating Library  
Linked Data with Wikibase: Lessons Learned from Project Passage. Dublin, OH: OCLC Research. https://doi.org/10.25333/faq3-ax08.  
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Project Passage Use Case: Map 

From: Godby, Jean, Karen Smith-Yoshimura, Bruce Washburn, Kalan Knudson Davis, Karen Detling, Christine Fernsebner Eslao,  
Steven Folsom, Xiaoli Li, Marc McGee, Karen Miller, Honor Moody, Craig Thomas, and Holly Tomren. 2019. Creating Library  
Linked Data with Wikibase: Lessons Learned from Project Passage. Dublin, OH: OCLC Research. https://doi.org/10.25333/faq3-ax08.  
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Use Case: Musical Work for an Event 

From: Godby, Jean, Karen Smith-Yoshimura, Bruce Washburn, Kalan Knudson Davis, Karen Detling, Christine Fernsebner Eslao,  
Steven Folsom, Xiaoli Li, Marc McGee, Karen Miller, Honor Moody, Craig Thomas, and Holly Tomren. 2019. Creating Library  
Linked Data with Wikibase: Lessons Learned from Project Passage. Dublin, OH: OCLC Research. https://doi.org/10.25333/faq3-ax08.  
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Use Case: Photograph in an Archive 

Content 

Institutional context 





Some other Wikidata labels   





Lessons Recap 
 

Need for Retriever (import) 
and Explorer (discovery) 

Structured data created with more 
precision than current library standards 

Need to enhance the imported 
ontology – but how do we share the 
enhancements?  Need interoperability 

Multiscript support replaces “language of 
cataloging” and obviates the need for 
transliterations 



Reflections 
 

• What entities matter to this object? Traditional  
 distinction between authority and bibliographic 
 data disappears 
• Need “best practices”: What statements, what 

properties? 
• Still need interpretative context: interplay of 

“structured” and “narrative” data 
• Would crowd-sourcing undermine librarians’ 

authoritative, quality data? 
• Local Wikibase instances expedient, but how to 

interoperate with Wikidata, other instances? 
 

 



SM Together we make breakthroughs possible. 

Thank you! 
Contact: Karen Smith-Yoshimura 
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  smithyok@oclc.org 
 @KarenS_Y 
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