
Cool and the BnF gang 

Some thoughts at the National 
Library of France about handling 

persistent identifiers 



Overview 

• Cool URIs 
• Mutability problems 
• Ensuring persistent access and identification 



Cool URIs... 



Cool URIs according to the W3C 
W3C Interest Group Note 03 December 
2008 : https://www.w3.org/TR/cooluris/ 
_ « Be on the web » : URI should provide 
access to HTML and RDF description of the 
identified object, using HTTP protocole. 
_ « Be unambiguous » 
_ « Cool URIs don’t change » : design of the 
URI should remain the same as long as 
possible. 
 



Cool URIs according to the 
National Library of France 



Cool URIs according to the 
National Library of France 



Cool URIs according to 
data.bnf.fr 

 URI for permanent identification of the 
resource :  

 _ The concept of the thing : 
https://data.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb11926662x 
 _ The « real thing » in the world : 
https://data.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb11926662x#about 

 Human-readable URL for referencing on the 
web, with content negotiation. 

 _ HTML : 
https://data.bnf.fr/fr/11926662/paul_tillich/ 
    

 



Mutability problems... 



Mutability problems in the BnF 
URIs 

Don’t say « HTTP » anymore... 

...Say « HTTPS » ! 

😒😒      😭😭 



Mutability in the resources 
identified 

 The resource has been deleted : 
 The resource has been replaced : 
 
 
 
 The resource has been merged : 
    



Mutability in both the URI and 
the Resource 

https://data.bnf.fr/fr/temp-
work/e250867a713fbafeb5e32d56311a44f
b/ 

Experimental process: 
autogenerated work ! 



Persistent access and 
identification... 



Persistency through « talking 
identifiers » : ARKs with a 

« .policy » inflection 



Persistency through good 
practices in digital preservation 



Persistency through a central 
knowledge base at the BnF ? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Death_star1.png 
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