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The Vision

The world enriched with library data;
libraries enriched with the world’s data

LD4 Community Vision Statement 2020



Assumptions

• library linked data will present a structured, well-crafted, useful, and 
predictable set of data about our resources

• as members of PCC:
• focus on BIBFRAME as an ontology
• focus on a cooperative cataloging ecosystem

• library linked data will interoperate with others’ linked data, at least at a 
basic level
• libraries can share their data with others (including other libraries!)
• libraries can make use of data from other sources

• we have a way to create and share linked data!



The Present
• RDF is a very loose specification, open to many interpretations

• BIBFRAME is also very loosely formed
• multiple possible modelings for the same entity
• need for extended vocabularies to fill out requirements for cataloging
• minimal “official” documentation

• No official mappings between RDA and BIBFRAME

• No “best practices” for library cataloging in a linked data environment

• Need to connect into a broader “ecosystem”



PCC Mission Statement & Standards
The PCC promotes the discovery and use of the world’s knowledge by supporting 
metadata producers in library and other cultural heritage communities and by forging 
alliances with partners who share common goals. PCC members create trusted metadata 
and support its use and reuse by global communities. 

• BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) RDA Metadata Application Profile 
(Monographs in RDA & MARC21)

• CONSER Standard Record (CSR) RDA Metadata Application Profile 
(Serials in RDA & MARC21)



PCC & Linked Data for Production (LD4P)
LD4P2 (Pathway to Production)

• Cohort of 22 PCC libraries working in Sinopia
• Affinity Groups

• Profiles
• Serials
• Rare Materials
• Non-Roman scripts

LD4P3 (Closing the Loop)

• development of PCC data pool in collaboration with OCLC & SHARE-VDE

PCC Sinopia-based Task Groups

• Sinopia Training TG
• Task Group to Support Expansion of PCC Cataloging in Sinopia
• Task Group on PCC Sinopia Application Profiles



TG on Sinopia Application Profiles

CHARGE:

Develop a PCC-approved set of application profiles to serve the PCC 
community in Sinopia as the BIBCO and CONSER standard records have 
served the PCC community in MARC, to support the expansion of the cohort 
of PCC members using Sinopia.
• evaluate existing Sinopia application profiles
• identify existing Sinopia profiles for monographs and serials that will serve as a basis for 

PCC-approved profiles and make revisions where necessary to bring those profiles into alignment 
with PCC policies

• issue a set of profiles specifically for use in Sinopia, using the Sinopia profile schema, to be 
submitted to the PCC Standing Committee on Standards for approval

• develop best practices for maintenance and enhancement of the PCC profiles
• provide feedback to the Sinopia development team on improvements to Sinopia that are needed to 

fully express PCC policies as linked data application profiles



Why PCC Templates?

•Create equivalents to the BSR & CSR for the linked data environment
• Standardize modeling of BF
• Standardize relationships between RDA & BF
• Encourages use of particular vocabularies

•Provide “branding” of PCC cataloging in the linked data environment
• PCC URIs

• for the templates themselves
• for BF work & instance entities described using the templates

• Influence of PCC standards goes beyond the immediate PCC community in 
North America and beyond



Developing Templates

Predecessors:

• Library of Congress BF Editor templates
• developed initially for internal use at LC

• LD4 Profiles Affinity Group & LD4 Serials Affinity Group
• made up primarily of members of the LD4P2 Cohort
• created to develop practices for template design, re-use

• concerned about template proliferation, modeling variances
• developed concept of a single set of format-based Sinopia templates for use 

or adaptation by multiple institutions
• encourages re-use & improves accessibility
• brings about standardization through template constraints



Layers of Standards

● a cataloging template includes many 
layers of standards & restraints:

○ Base code on which templates are 
built (Sinopia)

○ Data models
■ RDF
■ BIBFRAME

○ Cataloging guidelines
■ RDA
■ BSR, CSR
■ Vocabularies

Sinopia

RDF

BIBFRAME RDA

BSR, CSR

Vocabularies

TEMPLATE



Components of a template









Tool-Neutral Metadata Application Profile



Tool-Neutral Metadata Application Profile



Challenges

• Modelling issues
• Primary Contribution & Contribution
• Provision Activity
• Series
• rdfs:label vs. rdf:value
• Administrative metadata

• System constraints
• Version control
• Property repeatability
• Support for RDF lists
• Subclass and property lookups



Expectations and Next Steps

• Transparency
• Hoping for input from the broader cataloging community
• Encouraging all implementers to make their modeling openly available

• Interoperability
• How to best approach a common ground with other flavors of BIBFRAME?

• SHARE-VDE, OCLC, non-PCC libraries
• How to support BF2MARC conversions while not simply recreating MARC in RDF?

• Maintenance, requests and updates
• PCC infrastructure for requesting enhancements, bug reports, new modeling, etc.
• PCC Policy Committee will be meeting again in December to discuss 

recommendations for Sinopia and BF enhancements/changes



Links
Program for Cooperative Cataloging 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/ 

Linked Data for Production 
https://wiki.lyrasis.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=187176106

Sinopia Stage 
https://stage.sinopia.io/ 
(type “pcc” in search box to filter to PCC templates only)

 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/
https://wiki.lyrasis.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=187176106
https://stage.sinopia.io/


Members of the TG on Sinopia Application Profiles

• Paloma Graciani Picardo (Harry Ransom Center), Co-Chair
• Nancy Lorimer (Stanford University), Co-Chair
• Christine DeZelar-Tiedman (University of Minnesota)
• Nancy Fallgren (National Library of Medicine)
• Steven Folsom (Cornell University), Consultant
• Jodi Williamschen (Library of Congress), Consultant



Thanks!
nlorimer@stanford.edu
paloma.graciani@austin.utexas.edu 
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