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Who we are
A collaborative project between four partner 
institutions:
• Berlin State Library
• Leipzig University Library
• Bavarian State Library
• Herzog August Library in Wolfenbüttel

Consultation with the German manuscript 
centres and an academic advisory board.

Funded by the German Research 
Foundation (DFG).
First project phase 2018-2021.
Second project phase planned from 2022.



What we offer

One central information platform for medieval and early modern manuscripts 
in German collections

○ will supersede Manuscripta Mediaevalia

Content: 
○ descriptive information on manuscripts 
○ digital facsimiles of the original manuscripts

Discover / view / compare / annotate // research

Based on interoperable exchange formats (TEI with authority data // IIIF)

http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/
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What we do.
• one central  information platform for medieval and early modern manuscripts in 

German collections

• descriptive information on manuscripts 
• digital facsimiles of the original manuscripts
• interoperable exchange formats (TEI and IIIF)

• supersedes platform Manuscripta Mediaevalia
• central online access point for research on medieval and early modern 

manuscripts

• virtual personal work space
• both frontoffice and backoffice, complex functionality for recording descriptive 

information on manuscripts (focus in this presentation: frontoffice)

http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/


Manuscript-/object-centric 
approach



Manuscript / object

Descriptive 
Texts (TEI)

Digital facsimiles 
(IIIF)

Basic Metadata



Persistent URI for each manuscript, leading 
to an HTML representation of the basic 
metadata as well as connected content 
available in the portal



Basic metadata, academic manuscript 
descriptions and digital images



Academic manuscript descriptions: 
not comparable to usual 
bibliographic metadata.

● Full texts, a product of an 
academic process.

● Very detailed discussions of 
origin, physical appearance, 
language, texts, illustrations etc.

● A published resource in itself, 
may become the focus of 
further academic discussion.Enriched with authority data.





Digital Images. 
Decentralized storage via IIIF:
no image content hosted by the 
portal, only IIIF manifest links.





What is IIIF?

International Image Interoperability Framework

https://iiif.io/

https://iiif.io/get-started/how-iiif-works/ 

https://iiif.io/
https://iiif.io/get-started/how-iiif-works/


Interoperability?
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Why we use IIIF
Work collaboratively on digital images and manuscript descriptions from different 
collections.

● Digital facsimiles from a large set of participating institutions
● Display and compare images in one single, origin-independent workflow, even 

for non-portal content
● Create, save and exchange workspaces in Mirador 3
● Annotate images and descriptions in a re-usable format
● Have people re-use portal content in their own use-cases
● Technically: make use of a wide range of open source tools and interact with 

a community



Where we use IIIF
Software architecture
● frontoffice consists primarily of search and workspace functionality, 

implemented as a single-page react.js application
● Search: Apache solr 
● Workspace: Mirador 3 Viewer

All digital facsimiles of manuscripts are integrated via IIIF
Printed catalogs are digitized, OCR’ed and made available via IIIF
IIIF-Hosting service for small institutions will become part of the Manuscripts 
portal with the second project phase
Annotations will be W3C web annotations



Academic manuscript descriptions:
born digital vs.
published in print catalogues









Further interesting features

TEI/XML manuscript descriptions integrated into a Mirador 3 plugin, with 
client-side HTML rendering.
Future enhancements: annotate texts as web annotations.

Authority data service, re-using GND data, currently for linked institutions, places, 
authors.
Future enhancements: more data, direct integration into search and presentation.



Advantages: Compare description 
and images side by side ...



… in a flexible workspace ...



… side by side with external 
content from repositories all 
over the world.



Some of the challenges left

How can we inform holding institutions about new annotations on their content - 
and even feed the user-generated content back into the original repositories?
A possible use-case for Linked Data Notifications or the IIIF Discovery API’s 
activity streams?

How can we make sure annotated images from external sources will stay 
persistent at manifest URI level as well as at canvas level?

Important especially in the context of citable and persistent publication of 
annotations - the targets need to stay persistent. Can we rely on the principles of 
Linked Data, do we really have cool URIs that don’t change?

It will stay interesting - stay tuned! 



Thank you!

https://alpha.handschriftenportal.de | @hsprtl
Annika Schröer <schroeer@ub.uni-leipzig.de> | @nnikaschroeer

Leander Seige <seige@ub.uni-leipzig.de> | @mjkls
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