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Problem
Library catalog at major 
research university in US

LCSH



Proposal & Approach Turn the lens

Prism_flat_rainbow.jpg, Kelvinsong, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

● Controlled vocabularies from 
communities

● Multiple front doors to 
collections

● Linked Data connections
○ As defined by 

community

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Prism_flat_rainbow.jpg


Application

● Proof of concept
● JavaScript and 

HTML
● Interface design 

inspired by 
IHLIA LBGTI 
Heritage

https://github.com/jlhardes/metadataBias 

https://ihlia.nl/search/index.jsp?lang=en
https://ihlia.nl/search/index.jsp?lang=en
https://github.com/jlhardes/metadataBias


https://homosaurus.org 

https://homosaurus.org
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https://homosaurus.org


https://homosaurus.org 

https://homosaurus.org


https://iucat.iu.edu 

https://iucat.iu.edu
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Current Status

Linked Data helps 
define but not 
implement

Nothing 
automated yet

This use case still 
developing



Evaluation

Librarian view: Learning tool for researchers new to or outside community ✅
Need: Evaluate with researchers new to or outside community 

Need: Evaluate with researchers familiar with or inside community
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Additional Work (Opportunities!)

● Other community vocabularies
○ Linked Data vocabularies?
○ BC First Nations Subject Headings, X̱wi7x̱wa Library, University of British Columbia
○ Classification Schemes and CVs - vocabularies from various communities

● Automating
○ Is API needed from Linked Data vocabulary?
○ Possible to switch out vocabulary and/or discovery system (offer configuration)?

https://branchxwi7xwa.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2011/09/bcfn.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1K8ZxlBAZBdX12KhyweiPATUKJ2Url_Vudhhom_5dCr8/edit#gid=0


Questions? Comments!

Julie Hardesty
Indiana University

jlhardes@iu.edu

https://github.com/jlhardes/metadataBias 

Thank you to those who have contributed and helped along the way with this proof of 
concept information retrieval aid: Justina Kaiser at Miami University of Ohio, Allison Nolan 
at Tarleton State University, Bri Watson at University of British Columbia, and K.J. Rawson 
at Northeastern University and the Digital Transgender Archive

mailto:jlhardes@iu.edu
https://github.com/jlhardes/metadataBias

