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WHAT IS 
WIKIDATA?

• Free, collaborative, multilingual, 
and open knowledge base

• Central storage for structured data 
of Wikimedia projects like Wikipedia 
and Wikimedia Commons

• Both humans and machines can 
read and edit it

• Can be linked with other linked 
open datasets on the web and 
exported in standard formats

• ~ 99 million items

ⒸThorsen, H. (2020, June 11). Wikidata as a Hub for Identifiers. 



WIKIDATA 
STRUCTURE
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EXTERNAL 
IDENTIFIERS IN 
WIKIDATA

Wikidata Identifier Landscape

• Connect Wikidata items to 
authority files and vocabularies for 
people, works, locations, 
organizations, concepts

• String that represents an identifier 
used in an external system 

• Can be displayed as links in 
Wikidata if a URL stub called a 
formatter URL (P1630) is defined 
for the property

• Total number of external id 
properties is 7,157

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikidata_Identifier_Landscape
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P1630


WHY LINK YOUR 
LIBRARY DATA 
WITH WIKIDATA?

ⒸThorsen, H. (2020, June 11). Wikidata as a Hub for Identifiers. 

• Wikimedia Movement Strategy: “A 
world in which every single human 
being can freely share in the sum of all 
knowledge”

• By 2030, Wikimedia will become the 
essential infrastructure of the 
ecosystem of free knowledge

• Wikidata already connects many 
controlled vocabularies, authority files, 
and ontologies used in the GLAM 
sector and beyond

• It is multilingual
• Wikidata as a hub to connect data

between GLAM institutions



WIKIDATA: 
WikiProject
Books

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Books

• Use the Functional Requirements 
for Bibliographic Records (FRBR) 
model to divide the Book properties 
in 2 sets

• Do not use the FRBR terms 
«expression» or «manifestation»

• 2 FRBR layers in 1 – «edition» 
(~ BIBFRAME Instance)

WORK EDITION EXEMPLAR

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Books
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REFERENCES IN MARC21 
(ALEPH v.23)

Citation for a consulted source in 
which information is found related in 
some manner to the entity 
represented by the authority record 
or related entities. May also include 
the information found in the source.

Each source citation is contained in a 
separate 670 field.

Citation for a consulted source that 
yielded no information is contained 
in field 675 (Source Data Not Found).

Citations and information in this field 
are often not written in a form 
adequate for public user display.

Documentation: https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad670.html



REFERENCES IN 
WIKIDATA

Most statements on Wikidata should 
be verifiable in some source of 
information
References point to a source that 
supports the data in a statement
Like statements they have a property 
and value

• Value is the source
• Property is usually

• stated in (P248) (for 
publications and media)

• reference URL (P854) (for 
websites and online 
databases)

Documentation: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Sources

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P248
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P854
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Sources


PROPERTIES FOR REFERENCE

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Stanford_Libraries/Sourcing_statements_via_references

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Stanford_Libraries/Sourcing_statements_via_references


ADDING A REFERENCE 
FOR A WORK ITEM

Possible authoritative sources:

• books (novels, textbooks, 
encyclopedias, atlases, guidebooks, 
etc.)

• academic, scientific, and industry 
publications (journal articles, theses, 
dissertations, trade magazines, 
conference proceedings, etc.)

• news sources (newspaper articles, 
radio and television news broadcasts, 
etc.)

• policy and legislation (including 
government and international 
organization reports)

• media (radio and television scripted 
series, movies, songs and music 
recordings, etc.)

• authority files
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WIKIDATA ITEM: WORK



Thank you!
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