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Commencement:

Ibali Digital Collections UCT & Omeka S: 
Intro and Aims for Dialogue



About University of Cape Town

2023 figures

• Income: ±R4 million

• Expenditure: ±R4 million

• 30 000 Students

• 5 000 Staff

Ranked in the top African 
Universities and 77th

worldwide 
(Times Higher Education Impact Rankings)

Source: https://uct.ac.za/explore-uct/fact-sheets

University of Cape Town

https://omeka.org/s/
https://uct.ac.za/explore-uct/fact-sheets


dls@uct.ac.za @DigitalUct https://lib.uct.ac.za/digitalservices

Digital Library Services (DLS) @ UCT Libraries

We provide Digital Scholarship and Research Data services:

• Specialist Digitisation services for Digital Preservation and Online 

Showcasing;

• Data Curation services, supporting best practices in 

Research Data Management (RDM);

• Expert consulting in Geographic Information Systems (GIS).

We advocate for Open Science, to make research, teaching and learning at 
UCT more efficient, collaborative, accessible, findable and reusable.

see: ‘DLS Website’

mailto:dls@uct.ac.za
https://twitter.com/digitaluct?lang=en
https://lib.uct.ac.za/digitalservices
https://lib.uct.ac.za/digitalservices
https://lib.uct.ac.za/digitalservices
mailto:dls@uct.ac.za
https://join.slack.com/t/rdm-at-uct/shared_invite/enQtMjQyNjM2ODUwNTE4LWQ5ZWVkZGE5MTlmNTJlYzZiM2QwYjkzNWYzYzQyMGQ5NzMyYjQxNTdlNDliYjA0MTU4MzcyZjEzYjcyNjIxY2M


ibali

• https://ibali.uct.ac.za/

• Showcase platform running Omeka S and IIIF

• Launched end 2020 – among the first in South Africa

• Ibali - isiXhosa for story (selected by library staff)

• Visitors “write” their own stories through exploring 

showcases of collections

• 60 sites

• 77 500+ items

• 61 000+ media

https://ibali.uct.ac.za/
https://omeka.org/s/
https://iiif.io/
https://omeka.org/s/


Digital Curation Workflow

Adapted from: Constantopoulos, P and Dallas, C. (2006). Aspects of a digital curation agenda for  cultural heritage. [online] Available at: http://www.dcu.gr/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Aspects-of-a-digital-curation-agenda-for-cultural-heritage.pdf

http://www.dcu.gr/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Aspects-of-a-digital-curation-agenda-for-cultural-heritage.pdf


Context

• Positioning within the Global South

• Dealing with history that is contested, multilingual, and 
needs a plurality voices to come in to replace the 
"master" narrative

• In working with archives we need to acknowledge all 
those who did not have agency in their creation

• Embracing the potential of Digital Humanities

• Limitations – no access to developers

https://omeka.org/s/


ibali

Not only about the content, but how well the site 

weaves the content.

o How many useful links and connections

within and across collections can be built 

through metadata?

https://omeka.org/s/


Items - many different kinds

Media 
Items

Place

Person
Event

Unique 
Items

Audio

Videos

Images
[photos, 

drawings, …]

Documents 
[maps, 

posters, 
letters…]

Item

Physical 
Objects

https://omeka.org/s/


How do items within a collection connect to 
each other?

Artwork A

Artwork B

Person A

Place A

Place B

Artwork C

Person B



Mission

• To SHOWCASE digital objects (media and metadata) 

and item in a structured manner

– Adhering that all collection items are enhanced 

with metadata

– Housing it under the university umbrella

– Encouraging participation in the semantic web

• Outsource showcasing to the researcher groups who 

want to build collections by connections

https://omeka.org/s/


Semantic Web Example

ReTAGS on Ibali

https://omeka.org/s/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/RETAGS/


Our Curiosities

In terms of setting up and administering the showcase 
platform, how do we balance structure with freedom?

Showcase sites that enable dialogue between:

• past & present

• archive & community which it showcases

• curator & visitor

• languages/communities/cultures

• “our data” & LOD

What technologies and processes can we use towards this?

https://omeka.org/s/


Our Practical Steps

• Standardise Templates for metadata capture by choosing 
common fields based on recognized ontologies (Dublin 
Core, Schema...)

• Define Templates for non-media objects (Person, Place, 
Event)

• Within Templates select LOD for certain metadata fields 
(Spatial Coverage, Subject, Type, Format, Birth Place)

• Allow users to derive their own templates by adding extra 
metadata fields to the standardised templates

• Explore how much Linked Data & Linked Open Data can 
be established within each collection showcase

https://omeka.org/s/


Metadata Example

Climate Change and Sustainability Resources

https://omeka.org/s/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/ccse/


The modules that helped us dialogue with LOD

Custom Vocab - Describe your resources using vocabularies 
you create.

Value Suggest - Describe your resources using auto-
suggested values from controlled vocabulary services.

Value Suggest Any - Describe your resources with 
vocabularies from any json-ld endpoint like the ones provided 
by OpenTheso or Omeka, via ValueSuggest.

https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomVocab
https://omeka.org/s/modules/ValueSuggest
https://gitlab.com/Daniel-KM/Omeka-S-module-ValueSuggestAny
https://omeka.org/s/


Custom Vocab

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomVocab/

https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomVocab/


Custom Vocab Example
ǂKhomani | Hugh Brody Archive

https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/bvf41
https://omeka.org/s/


ValueSuggest

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/ValueSuggest/

https://omeka.org/s/
https://omeka.org/s/modules/ValueSuggest/


ValueSuggest Any

Source: https://gitlab.com/Daniel-KM/Omeka-S-module-ValueSuggestAny

https://omeka.org/s/
https://gitlab.com/Daniel-KM/Omeka-S-module-ValueSuggestAny


Value Suggest: Any
A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated

Source: Percival Kirby Musical Instruments on Ibali

Hornbostel & Sachs

https://vocabs.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/hsinstruments_thesaurus/de/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/pkmi/
https://vocabs.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/hsinstruments_thesaurus/de/


Challenges: 

Case Studies in Dialogues and LOD



The concordant case of 
names in different languages

How do we present multilingual properties of 
items?



The Case

Situation:
An item has different names in a different languages or for 
different contexts (person's alternate names, names in 
endangered languages)

Fix:
Using a single metadata field with different language codes
Or 
Using multiple metadata fields to ensure each language and 
context is captures

Tool:
Custom Ontology module



Multilingual Support



Vocabularies

Vocabularies are a collection of published RDF metadata Classes and Properties for describing a Resource 

of a particular type. Linked open vocabularies are created externally to Omeka, and, because they are 
openly available, can be imported (with some limitations) into Omeka S.
These vocabularies are sometimes referred to as ontologies.

Source: https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/content/vocabularies/

https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/content/vocabularies/


Customizing Templates

Source: ǂKhomani | Hugh Brody Archive

https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/bvf41


Vocabularies

If you have special and uncommon 
item types or classes, you may wish to 
find and import a linked open vocabulary 
to standardize the description 
of those particular items.

"A vocabulary in LOV gathers definitions 
of a set of classes and properties (together 
simply called terms of the vocabulary), 
useful to describe specific types of things, 
or things in a given domain or industry, or 
things at large but for a specific usage." 
(Source: https://lov.linkeddata.es/dataset/l
ov/about)
The most-used Linked Open Vocabulary is 
Dublin Core Terms (dcterms:).

Source: https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/content/vocabularies/

https://lov.linkeddata.es/dataset/lov/about
https://lov.linkeddata.es/dataset/lov/about
https://lov.linkeddata.es/dataset/lov/about
https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/content/vocabularies/


Custom Ontologies

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomOntology/

https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomOntology/


Custom Ontologies

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomOntology/

https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomOntology/


Custom Ontologies

Source:

ǂoaba ǂans Digital Archive

https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/san-khoen-digital-archive/


Source: ǂoaba ǂans Digital Archive

Custom Ontology Example
ǂoaba ǂans Digital Archive

https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/san-khoen-digital-archive/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/san-khoen-digital-archive/


The confounding case of the 
not-quite-duplicate items

How to deal with sites that want to describe 
the same item but in their own way?



The Case

Situation:
Two different collections reference the same "non-media 
item" (such as a person, animal, place...) but describe it 
differently (i.e. have different metadata fields and values)

Fix:
Couple of Options

Tool:
A choice how to use LOD



Sites

Two in one

Resources Site

Item Sets

Item

Site

Site

Item

*described by Resource Templates

Item
Item

Item

https://omeka.org/s/


The not-so-unique case of Swartkop

Place mentioned by the community in the 
ǂKhomani | Hugh Brody Archive

Place mentioned by a researcher in relation to 
Rock Art in Janette Deacon Collection

Place extracted from digitalised book atlas in 
San tsî Khoen Digital Archive ǂoaba ǂans

https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/bvf41
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/deacon
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/san-khoen-digital-archive


Option 1: Create a "neutral" or LCD item

Source Place

Place in 

Collection 
1

Place in 

Collection 
2

Title Item Title

BasicProperty_1 value

BasicProperty_2 value

BasicProperty_3 value

Title Item Title

Col01_property01 value

Col01_property02 value

Col01_property03 value

Is Version of:

Title Item Title

Col02_property01 value

Col02_property02 value

Col02_property03 value

Is Version of:

1. Create a neutral or Lowest-
Common-Data Item with 
basic metadata and LOD

2. Create Collection Items and 
use a property to link back 
to LCD Item



Option 2: Reference an external source

Place in 

Collection 
1

Place in 

Collection 
2

1. Use dedicated property that is standardised across the entire site 
"schema:location" for example

2. Ensure that it points to a linked open data entry such as a place from 
GeoNames or WikiData and reference with a url

Property_1 value

Property_2 value

Property_3 value

Title Item Title

location Link to an LOD

Property_1 value

Property_2 value

Property_3 value

Title Item Title

location Link to an LOD



Which solution to choose?

• Creating an Item allows you to have a local central place 
for people to find items that might be related – allowing 
the exploration of other collections that reference the 
same item

• Not creating an item makes less “confusion” around 
duplicate-ish items or crosspollinating sites

• How does one indicate to users and implement this on a 
global search?



The convincing case for 
"interpretive curation" 

How do we create a site/collection that allows 
for both ”thesis" metadata as well as "factual" 
metadata?



The Case

Situation:
A researcher wants to create a "thesis" showcase site of 
various media and items, and describe them in a structured 
way but with their own or commenting metadata

Fix:
A "curator’s corner"

Tool:
Omeka S and a choice of processes



Curator's Corner

• Showcase sites do not have to be an “official” 

representation of a collection

• They can be angles/arguments/creative 

explorations on something that exists

• A user can combine a range of material, original and 

from other sources to present a creative argument.

• Their argument is supported by use of semantic 

methodologies.



Curator’s Corner
The Medicine Chest - Nina Liebenberg

https://ibali.uct.ac.za/s/LBNNIN001-medicinechest/page/landing-page


Continuing Challenges

1. How/do we separate the metadata from the "curator's 

corner" sites from the collection showcase sites?

2. How/do we reference/cite items from collection 

showcases in the sites from the "curator's corner"?

3. How do we deal with ethics around reproducing media 

from other published sites?



Conclusion

The case(s) continues...



Value Annotation

Source: https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/content/item-sets/#value-annotation

When you input a value for a property associated with a resource, you are 
making a statement about that resource. … Omeka allows you to make 
statements about that statement…value annotation…this process is known 
as reification. 

• Provenance: Where is this fact 
from?

• Time: When did this fact 
occur?

• Location: What is the location 
associated with this fact?

• Certainty: What is the 
confidence of this fact?

• Type: What type of 
concept/thing is this fact?

https://omeka.org/s/
https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/content/item-sets/
https://www.w3.org/wiki/RdfReification


Modules/Process to Explore

• Annotate - Implement the W3C Web Annotation 
Ontology to let users annotate, tag, comment, rate, 
highlight, draw, etc. any resource in a normalized way.

• Comment - Add public and/or private commenting on 
item sets, items and media and manage them.

• Contribute - Allow guest users or visitors to add a resource 
and to edit and complete metadata of a resource in the 
public side.

https://github.com/Daniel-KM/Omeka-S-module-Annotate
https://github.com/Daniel-KM/Omeka-S-module-Comment
https://omeka.org/s/modules/Contribute
https://omeka.org/s/


Challenges

How do we keep dialogue open in curation/showcasing?

• embracing software developments

• setting up automation of processes

• establishing dialogues between University & 

Community



https://lib.uct.ac.za/digitalservices

“Building Connections through Collections”

-Ujala Satgoor, 

Executive Director UCT Libraries

sanjin.muftic@uct.ac.za

dls@uct.ac.za
@DigitalUct

https://ibali.uct.ac.za

https://lib.uct.ac.za/digitalservices
mailto:dls@uct.ac.za
http://www.digitalservices.lib.uct.ac.za/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za
https://omeka.org/s/
https://iiif.io/
mailto:sanjin.muftic@uct.ac.za
mailto:sanjin.muftic@uct.ac.za
mailto:sanjin.muftic@uct.ac.za
mailto:sanjin.muftic@uct.ac.za
https://twitter.com/digitaluct?lang=en
https://ibali.uct.ac.za
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